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Abstract:

Raja Ram Mohan Roy proudly called the “Maker of Modern India”. He was social and
educational reformer and a visionary who lived during one of India’s darkest social phases but tried
his best to make his motherland a better place for the future generations. He formed Bramho Samaj,
the renaissance movement of the Hindu religion which set the pace for Bengali enlightenment.. He
was especially concerned about the practice of “sati” which required a widow to immolate herself at
the pyre of her husband. Along with other reformers and visionaries he fought against the evil
practices prevalent in the Indian society at his times and struggled to eradicate them. He also’left a
deep impact in the fields of politics and education. He worked on education, economics, literature,
Jjournalism, politics, economics concerns so that all-round development of India and the people of

India which now marching towards the making of modern India.
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Introduction

We can say that Raja Ram Mohan Roy (1772-1833) has been universally acknowledged as the
central figure in what is called ‘Bengal renaissance’, Calcuttan science and the phenomenon of
‘awakening’ in modemn India. He was one amongst the many architects of his generation, undeniably the
best, but not the only one. He told Alexander Duff (after 1830): “I began to think that something similar

to the European renaissance might have taken place here in India.' Raja Ram Mohan Roy was out of

! Biswas, 2011, pp 427, 428
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proportions to his surroundings. He brought as a gift to his people a mind for comprehending the bests of

cast and west.”

In 18" century, the debasement of society was mostly due to religious fanaticism. Like the
mechanical observances of rituals, torture of the priests and their misinterpretation of Hindu Shastras. As
the people were not aware of the true meaning of their scripture and texts, they used to follow blindly the
false sayings of the priests class. Priests on the other hand, because of their comfort, source of income and
happincss encouraged the ignorant people to follow their scriptures blindly by concealing from them the
true meaning of their texts. British Government was however very indifferent in the matter of degradation

of the socicty and used to take a neutral position in the socio religious affairs.

Social change in India was very slow process. It is based on the 'filtration theory', the filtration of
changes in attitudes and modes of behaviour from the upper layers of society to the lower ones. It was
only at the beginning of this century with the growth of organised reform groups that the social basis of
Hinduism, the caste system, came to be questioned. Various social service institutions took up the cause
of the less fortunate groups in society and sought to lift India from the morass of caste system. Prior to the
nineteenth century, there were reform movements especially in the field of religion. The entire Bhakti
movement by various saints was in a way a revolt against orthodox Hinduism.* But it could not succeeded

up to large extent due to various reasons.

The rigorous social, political and economical activities of Raja Ram Mohan Roy made him the
pioneer of the Renaissance and modernity in Bengal and in India also. Through his independent,
intellectual and radical views and activities almost in all elements of society, like religious and social
reformation movements, education, law, tolerance, public opinion, civil liberty, rule of law, separation
of power, freedom of press and economic thoughts altogether. By his works and contribution towards
overall development of the country, he came to be known as the pioneer of liberalism in India.’
Literature Review

More than 150 sources like research papers, articles, books, gomxﬁ&am reviews, etc were
studied to cuaaamgba the socio-economical culture in India in 18" century. The researchers like
Bhattacharya (2006); Biswas (2011); Behera Arun K. (2012)Kadam (2012); Karmakar (2015);
Mandal and Behera (2015); Thangamuthu (2016) performed the research on the life and mission of
Raja Ram Mohan Roy. They concluded that he struggled for the eradication of evil customs in
Indian society and wanted to reconstruct the India with new values, human rights, developmental

tools, and gender equality. This work was continued by other reformers like, Pandita Ramabai,

% De, 2016, pp 59, 60.
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Dayanand Saraswati, Ranade, Mahatma Fule, Savitribai Fule, ctc. We can say this is the foundation
of the making of modern India.
Methodology Adopted:

The data is collected from biography of Raja Ram Mohan Roy as primary source of data

collection. The secondary source data is collected through books, journals, articles, reviews, critics

and through internet.

Reforms Marching Towards Modern India: .

Socio-religious Reforms:
His vision was that the entire human society was a big family. Raja Ram Mohan Roy, today’s

concepts of national integration and international understanding are arising. In the context of equalisation,
universalization and eradication of caste system, Raja Ram Mohan Roy’s Brahmo Samaj movement is
still significant today. Even after so many years of Indian independence, our present society is still buried
under the heaps of superstitions, ignorance, prejudices and oppressions. In the context of moral
degradation and social oppression, there has again arisen the need of propagating W&.m Ram Mohan Roy’s
ideas for reconstructing the Indian society. So, it is very significant to find out the relevance of his
ideologies in the context of the present day.

From the very causes of that horrible rite of Sati, discussed above, one could easily predict, how
distress and miserable the condition of the women was in 19th Century Bengal. They were not entitled to
the acquisition of knowledge; they were deprived of exercising all sorts of talents and capabilities and
were not given any economic freedom and independency. British Government was however very
indifferent in the matter of degradation of the socicty and used to take a neutral position in the socio
religious affairs. Though the matter of Sati came into the notice of the British Government early in 1772,
only in 1813, company’s instructions were drawn up in this regard which sanctioned the practice of Sati if
it. was approved by the Hindu religion and law, but where the same religion and law forbidden the
practice, the practice would be banned.’

All his reformatory activities were guided by a consistent philosophy guided by “lokasreya” or
public good. The main essence of Raja Ram Mohan Roy’s religious beliefs was the doctrine of universal
religion. His idea of one universal religion and one eternal God were reflected through his Brahmo Samaj.
His philosophy was “a fundamental unity in the midst of diversity.” He realised that the individual’s
progress could be secured by the progress of the society. He wanted to give a widest awareness and
publicity to social matters, so that the people of India should be aware of the ill effects of that fearful
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